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By Linda Koutsky

Sailing into summer

When Centennial Lakes Park was 
shoehorned in behind the busy 
shopping district on France 

Avenue I was skeptical it would ever be the tran-
quil place they touted. Turns out it was a great 
suburban planning feature that not only nearby 
residents love but is a draw for tourists, too. 

� e 24-acre park stretches along three blocks 
around a 10-acre lake. Paved trails meander 
around the lake and a miniature pu� ing course. 
Kids splash on paddleboats and � sh from 
bridges and shoreline peninsulas. Live perfor-
mances are held in a lakeside amphitheater 
throughout summer. � e place is an urban oasis 
amid Edina’s retail sea. 

� is hidden gem of a lake also contains more 
boats per square mile than any lake in the entire 

state of Minnesota. 
I haven’t veri� ed 
that with Minneso-
ta’s Tourism Board, 
but I’m certain 
Centennial Lakes 
reaches that mile-
stone at least a few 
times a year. � at’s 
because Centennial 
Lakes is home port 
for Edina Model 
Yacht Club — they 
� t a lot of boats on 
a lake!

Founded in 
1991 by a group of 
model boat enthu-
siasts, members 
assemble models 
or build from 
scratch. If it � oats 
on water they have 
it: speedboats, schooners, Chris Cra� s, house-
boats, military vessels and tugboats. 

� ey’re powered by wind, ba� eries, or steam 
and operate by remote-control handsets. It 
frankly looks like way more fun than actual 
boating plus it’s less expensive and you don’t 
need insurance or a trailer! 

Model sailboats come in all shapes and sizes 
— at least one sail was 6 feet tall. A club member 
told me the same rules of sailing a real boat apply 
to sailing a model boat. Boaters have to know 
how to read the wind because model sailboats 

don’t have motors that propel them forward — 
the wind moves them; their control devices only 
adjust the sail’s position. � ursday night sailing 
rega� as take place on the north pond.  

Scale model boats can be a hobbyist’s dream. 
Any boat that exists today, in history, or in the 
imagination of the designer can become a scale 
model. � e day I was at Centennial Lakes I saw 
reproductions of the African Queen, a Great 
Lakes ore boat, a Florida everglades airboat, 
and a paddle-wheel steamship complete with 
calliope music. � e extreme amount of detail, 
painting, and materials used in some boats is 
similar to that of model trains. Builders also 
have a great sense of humor. One club member 

piloted his boat up to crowds of unsuspecting 
kids then sprayed them with onboard water 
cannons. Another vintage-style mahogany 
runabout boat pulled an actual miniature water 
skier! A 30-year-old guy next to me said: “You’d 
never get tired of watching that!”

Members swap parts, sell boats, and help 
each other with electrical and technical prob-
lems. Joining the club is a great way to get into 
having your own boat. Start small — then who 
knows, maybe you’ll stay small. I know I’d like 
to have one. 

Send your comments or tips  to 

WeekendTourist@mnpubs.com.

PARKING TIP
Centennial Lakes Park is hidden 
behind and below the shopping area 
anchored by Whole Foods. Turn onto 
Plaza Drive from France Avenue and 
drive straight in toward the Clubhouse. 
More parking’s underneath the surface 
lots for people in-the-know.

LUNCH BREAK
For a fresh and quick salad bar 
restaurant stop in Q. Cumbers, 
overlooking the park (7465 France 
Avenue South)

Water cannons are a hit with kids on the shore. Photo by Linda Koutsky

CENTENNIAL 
LAKES PARK
7499 France Avenue 
South, Edina

Open boating 
Sunday, Tuesday, and 
Thursday evenings 
(afternoon to dusk)

Lighthouse Night, 
an evening showcase 
for boats with cabin, 
cockpit, navigation, 
and running lights, 
(Sunday, Aug. 10, 
starts at sundown, 
boating begins 
at 8:30, John 
Philip Sousa Band 
performs)

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
ACROSS
1 Licensed med. personnel

4 Heavens

9 Relations

12 Wireless mouse 
batteries

14 Fuzzy __

15 How-to presentation

16 One of a kind

17 Harebrained schemes

19 Lay the groundwork

21 Live-in help, perhaps

22 Noted sitter

26 Squirt

27 Hardly a deadeye

31 “We __ amused”

34 Role for Liz

35 Personality part

36 With 37- and 
38-Across, big hit

37 See 36-Across

38 See 36-Across

39 Catchall abbr.

40 Miscellany

42 Pushed

44 Makes tawdry

46 Acct. datum

47 Cause of bad luck, so 
they say

52 __ New Guinea

55 Gets

56 Bizarre, and what 17-, 
22-, 36/37/38- and 
47-Across can be, in one 
way or another

60 Half DX

61 Campaign funders, 
briefly

62 Guts

63 1980s surgeon general

64 Workplaces for 

1-Across

65 Jacket material

66 Elevs.

DOWN
1 “Invisible Man” writer 

Ellison

2 World’s smallest island 
nation

3 Capital south of Olympia

4 Protect, in a way

5 Challenged

6 Perón of Argentina

7 Pince-__

8 Like some dogs and 
devils

9 Sharp

10 One-named 
supermodel

11 Prone to prying

13 Dining

15 Decisive times

18 Short beginning

20 Sphere lead-in

23 Able to give a firsthand 
account

24 “Holy __!”

25 “The Pit and the Pendu-
lum” author

28 Proceed

29 Stare rudely at

30 Related

31 Baldwin of “The 
Cooler”

32 “Portnoy’s Complaint” 
novelist

33 Confer ending

37 Informer

38 Dugout convenience

40 Talk show tycoon

41 Durocher of baseball

42 Bet

43 Skip past

45 Is up against

48 “Cross my heart!”

49 Maker of Caplio 
cameras

50 Like septic tanks

51 SASE inserts, often

52 Leader who wears the 
Ring of the 

Fisherman

53 Quite a way off

54 Low-ranking GIs

57 CPR pro

58 “Man!”

59 Tool often swung
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Assisted living.
  Exceptional lifestyle.”

One move...one home...one call.




